JOAN   OF   ARC
Jacques d'Arc, known to his familiars as Jacquot, was
born in about 1375 at Ceffonds in the diocese of Troyes
in Champagne.   As a young man he emigrated, married
Isabel,, daughter of a prosperous peasant of Vouthon, a
few miles to the north-west of Domremy, and settled
down in the latter village to become in time a com-
paratively substantial tenant-farmer.   His land consisted
of perhaps fifty acres, of which approximately thirty would
have been under cultivation and the remaining twenty
divided equally between pasture and woodland.    He
owned his thatched stone cottage and its furniture, and
apparently had some money put aside against a rainy
day.   In 1423 he became dean or headman of his village,
the official charged with assembling the burghers at the
electoral assemblies and the courts, convoking the mayor
and aldermen, commanding the watch  and guarding
imprisoned  offenders,  collecting the  rents  and   taxes,
supervising the quality of the bread and wine and the
accuracy of weights and measures.   The term of office
was a year and during that time the incumbent was
exempt from the payment of the ordinary rates.    A
further mark of his position as a responsible citizen was
that he assumed, with one Jean Biget, on behalf of the
village, the lease of a small island and fortress in the
Meuse from the Lady of Ogiviller, mistress of Domremy
and the surrounding country.
By far the most important influence in Joan's early
life was her mother's. Her father barely appears in her
history except to threaten to drown her if she goes off
with the soldiers. Her three brothers, Jaquemin, Jean
and Pierre were of course drafted at an early age to
help with the work of the farm; the two younger eventu-
ally followed her standard, but all evidence leaves the
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